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Pope Francis’ Vision of the Church 

Beloved Sisters and Brothers, 

For more than a decade, Pope Francis has led the Roman Catholic Church, emphasizing collegiality in 

ecclesial governance and focusing global priorities on the poor, the marginalized, and the environment. 

In 1962, In the beginning of Vatican Council II, Pope John XXIII called for aggiornamento so that the 

worldwide Church could be refreshed and renewed for its 

mission in the world. His fifth successor, Pope Francis, is 

convinced that it was the Holy Spirit’s actions that made the 

council bear fruit, and he is making it clear that the Second 

Vatican Council has charted the course for the Church that he 

intends to follow. Like his smiling predecessor, Francis is 

attuned to the realities of the suffering of the innocent and is 

painfully aware of how inequality of access to the world’s 

goods and the phenomenal disproportionality in the 

consumption of those goods contributes to violence, 

instability, and the threatened future of humanity. It doesn’t have to be so, he reminds us again and again, 

and the remedy is to simply live as sisters and brothers as God’s plan has designed. 

The aggiornamento needed for the present moment is to get back on course with the “pilgrim people of 

God” ecclesiology of the council and to forge even stronger bonds of fraternity—not only with other 

Christians, but with all of the world’s religions, and even those of no faith who would be characterized as 

people of good will. 

He chose the name of Francis in remembrance of the saint of the 

poor, of creation, and of peace. He reintroduced and reimagined 

synodality in the West; He washed the feet of women, Muslims, 

prisoners; brought refugees on board papal flights and invited 

them to live in the Vatican. He had the idea that the Church is 

supposed to form consciences and not to replace them; He 

encouraged accompaniment and discernment as the proper 

approach to solve the world problems.  

No pope should be remembered for only one thing, but it seems 

that recent popes have each introduced a memorable word or phrase into the Catholic lexicon. For John 

XXIII it was “aggiornamento,” for Paul VI it was “evangelization.” For John Paul II, the word “solidarity” 
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probably takes first place; for Benedict XVI, the “rejection of relativism.” For Pope Francis, the word “Joy” 

came out very frequently. 

When had we ever heard so much about the joy of the 

Gospel? The joy of love, especially married and family 

love? The joy of the call to holiness? Certainly more far-

reaching than any of his encyclicals is the joy that 

Francis expresses in every encounter with refugees, 

migrants, the imprisoned, those who dwell in ghettos, 

the hospitalized, and those in nursing homes. Recently, 

after seeing so many pictures of the pope in discomfort 

and awkwardly moving around, People wondered if we 

would see that smile again. But sure enough, during his current visit to Indonesia he brought so much joy 

to the people with his beaming smile. The “Joy of the Gospel” was the title of his first apostolic exhortation, 

and it really did serve as a programmatic essay about the way his papacy would unfold and the direction in 

which he would lead the Church. 

Pope Francis, in the spirit of St. John XXIII, has been opening 

the windows of the Church to allow a fresh breeze in. And as 

with John XXIII, there has been considerable resistance to 

what he is imagining, with the opposition to it far more 

blatant than it was for his predecessor. Francis, like the 

council that forms his ecclesiology, is interested in a Church 

in service to the world, filling that world with the Gospel in 

deed as much as in word.  

                Fr. B.B. Triatmoko, SJ 

Wishing all the Parishioners Merry 

Christmas & Happy New Year 

2025. May the blessings of our Lord be 

always upon you and your family.  

 

Fr. B.B. Triatmoko SJ, Parish Priest, Fr. 

Thomas Tjaya SJ, Assistant Parish 

Priest, and Parish Council Members. 
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CHOIR SCHEDULE FOR Dec 2024 & Jan 2025 FROM ST. THERESIA                                                        
Sat 3:30pm (Offline) & Sun 3:00pm (Online) – Year ‘C’ 

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Dec 1 Sun 1st Sunday Advent  3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Dec 7 Sat 2nd Sunday Advent  3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Dec 8 Sun 2nd Sunday Advent  3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Dec 14 Sat 3rd Sunday Advent  3:30PM ELFACS Choir 

Dec 15 Sun 3rd Sunday Advent  3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Dec 21 Sat 4th Sunday Advent  3:30PM Jesuit Brothers (Guest Choir) 

Dec 22 Sun 4th Sunday Advent  3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Dec 24 Sat Christmas Vigil 3:30PM The Choir Immortal 

Dec 25 Sun Christmas Day 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Dec 28 Sat Holy Family 3:30PM ELFACS Choir 

Dec 29 Sun Holy Family 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

CANISIUS CHAPEL- SUNDAY AT 6:00PM                                                                                                                                        

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Dec 1 Sun 1st Sunday Advent  6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Dec 8 Sun 2nd Sunday Advent  6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Dec 15 Sun 3rd Sunday Advent  6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Dec 22 Sun 4th Sunday Advent  6:00PM 
Schola Iancartensis (Guest 

Choir) 

Dec 29 Sun Holy Family 6:00PM Difertimento (Guest Choir) 

JANUARY 2025 

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Jan 1 Wed Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Jan 4 Sat Epiphany of the Lord 3:30PM Quo Vadis Choir (Guest Choir) 

Jan 5 Sun Epiphany of the Lord 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Jan 11 Sat Baptism of the Lord 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Jan 12 Sun Baptism of the Lord 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Jan 18 Sat 2nd Sunday Ordinary Times 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Jan 19 Sun 2nd Sunday Ordinary Times 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Jan 25 Sat 3rd Sunday Ordinary Times 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Jan 26 Sun 3rd Sunday Ordinary Times 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

CANISIUS CHAPEL- SUNDAY AT 6:00PM                                                                                                                                        

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Jan 5 Sun Epiphany of the Lord 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Jan 12 Sun Baptism of the Lord 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Jan 19 Sun 2nd Sunday Ordinary Times 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Jan 26 Sun 3rd Sunday Ordinary Times 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Note: *Online Mass is only on every Sunday 03:00 pm from St. Theresia Church. 
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As we celebrate the feast of St. Peter Canisius on 
December 21st, who is our patron saint, we are 
reminded of his enduring example of faith, learning, 
and tireless service to the Church. Known as the 
“Second Apostle of Germany” and a Doctor of the 
Church, St. Peter Canisius dedicated his life to 
defending and spreading the Catholic faith during the 
turbulent period of the Reformation. 

 

Born in the Netherlands in 1521, he joined the newly 
founded Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and quickly became a dynamic preacher, teacher, and writer. He is 

particularly known for his influential “Catechism”, which helped clarify Church teachings and deepen the 
faith of both young and old. His writings and missionary work played a key role in revitalizing Catholicism in 
Europe. 

 

St. Peter Canisius was a model of both action and contemplation. Despite facing many challenges, he 
approached his mission with humility, perseverance, and love. His deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and his commitment to education and service continue to inspire us today. 

 

As our parish patron, St. Peter Canisius calls us to grow in knowledge of our faith, to live it with conviction, 
and to share it joyfully with others. On his feast day, let us pray for his intercession and strive to follow his 
example in our daily lives. 

 

“Better that only a few Catholics should be left, staunch and sincere in their religion, than that they 
should, remaining many, desire as it were to be half Catholic, and half Protestant.” — St. Peter Canisius 

 

As we honor St. Peter Canisius as our patron saint, 
please join us for the online novena to St. Peter 
Canisius from 12 to 20 Dec 2024 as one parish 
community. May his life inspire us to deepen our 

faith, engage in lifelong learning, and foster unity 
within our parish community. Let us seek his 
intercession as we navigate the challenges of our 
time, always guided by the principles of love, 
understanding, and devotion to our Catholic faith. 

https://www.expatcatholicparish.org/
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Topic: Walking with Jesus 

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly 

Date: Saturday 23, Nov 2024 at 1:00pm to 

2:30pm 

By: Pater Arockia Viknesh, MGL 

Our November YF session was truly unique and inspiring. 

We had the privilege of inviting Pater Arockia Viknesh Thanislaus, MGL, a newly ordained priest from the 

Missionaries of God's Love (MGL) congregation in Maumere, Sikka Regency, East Nusa Tenggara. The MGL 

is a missionary congregation originating from Canberra, devoted to spreading the Good News of God's love, 

particularly to those who have yet to experience it, with a special focus on young people and the poor. 

Pater Viknesh gained unexpected attention during Pope Francis's 

recent visit to Indonesia. His face was accidentally captured on 

camera during the concluding moments of the Holy Mass at 

Gelora Bung Karno (GBK), Jakarta. The image quickly went viral 

online, with many noting his long hair and serene presence, 

drawing comparisons to Jesus. Yet, despite this fleeting internet 

fame, Pater Viknesh remains steadfast in his humble mission. He 

radiates kindness, joy, and a deep commitment to serving the 

Church, particularly the Catholic community in Maumere. 

Our YF teens were truly blessed to hear him speak about his 

personal journey of faith and the profound message that, as 

Children of God, we can always return to Him, even when we stray. Some of the YF participants beautifully 

captured their thoughts and reflections on this unforgettable session: 

Reflection 1 # By Theo, Pondok Indah Confirmation 

Group 

What I have understood in the session is that even if you start 

wandering away from God and the Church, you always can 

come back to God and be faithful again. The choices we make 

are also important, and we want to follow Jesus’ footsteps and 

love one another. 

I have also learned to follow God’s footsteps and be kind to 

everyone, to not be selfish to each other and be helpful so that 

Youth Fellowship 
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we can be good people. On the other hand, I learned that I should ask God for guidance in my life so that 

he can support me in my life. 

 

Reflection 2 # By Liam, Pondok Indah Confirmation 

Group 

During the session, I learned and understood that no matter 

how far you wonder away from God, you can go back to God 

and be faithful. Choices are important in our lives, we follow 

Jesus path to guide us throughout the Journey. Another thing 

I learned is the be kind, no matter what happens to us, be kind 

because the Lord teach us how to love our enemies. Even if you are the most down in your life, Jesus will 

always come to forgive you and to help you. 

Reflection 3 # By Jill, St. Theresia Confirmation 

Group 

I was so excited to have YF Session, and after that, also 

Christ the King of The Universe Mass, with Fr. Jesus... a.k.a 

Fr. Viknesh, since I never thought I'd get an opportunity to 

meet someone like him! I was thrilled, however... I was 

coming to Menteng from Bekasi, so I was running a little bit 

late. I was panicking a little, because I was the praise team 

for the YF talk. But, praise be to God, because I made it right before it started. I was able to sing all the 

praises with my team, who were all very wonderful!  

The parts I loved the most are the games that Fr. Viknesh prepared. The first one, where we got split into 2 

teams, and we had to get to know each other, because for the game, we needed to guess the person's 

name, based on their faces. It was so fun! I got to know so many new and old faces, mostly old, but a lot of 

new ones. I even got a turn to guess another person's name. 

I was immediately able to guess, "Aubrey!", because I 

remember she was the MC for the first Youth Mass I 

attended as a Confirmandi.  

I also liked another game we played, which was narrating the 

Prodigal Son, but me, Mary, and Aubrey, had free will to 

narrate whatever we wanted in the story, which made it 

super hilarious! Fr. Viknesh played the Father, Ethan played 

the eldest son, and Winston played the youngest son. We 

made it very, very funny!  

After the session, we also had another Praise session. I was 

with, Nadya, Tania, Shine, Krishna, Axel, and Theiry. We respect, and admire each other like brothers and 

sisters! I am so happy we all got to sing together to praise the Lord, our God and Saviour! Overall, I was so 

incredibly happy to be there, play games, sing songs, learn new things, and give thanks to The Lord, for He 

is kind and merciful towards everyone! 
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Our Parish 2024 Youth Fellowship (YF) Retreat, titled “Bridging Hearts,” 

took place from November 15-17, 2024, at Lembah Karmel, Cikanyere. 

Inspired by Pope Francis's vision of “Building Bridges,” this retreat 

provided a special opportunity for our young parish members to come 

together in solidarity, deepen their faith, and strengthen their sense of 

community. 

Throughout the retreat, participants reflected on the importance of 

staying united community, fostering connections, and embracing the spirit of togetherness. It was a truly 

enriching experience, filled with moments of reflection, learning, and fellowship, helping each participant 

understand how we can build and sustain meaningful bonds in our journey of faith. 

Reflection 1 # By Jill, Theresia Confirmation Group 

My Amazing Youth Retreat Experience 

I had three amazing days in Lembah Karmel, Cikanyere, during our Parish's Youth Retreat! The adventure 

started right from the moment I got to Ceria Montessori—just in time to hop on the bus. The three-hour 

trip from Jakarta Selatan to Cikanyere was EPIC! Seriously, who knew a bus ride could be that much fun? 

Everyone introduced themselves, we ate snacks, prayed the Rosary, and sang songs. Sleeping? Forget it! 

Especially when the boys kicked off a karaoke session. They were so loud, like wild rock stars, but I 

couldn't stop laughing! It was hilarious seeing them sing out loud, totally carefree. 

When we finally arrived, the BBQ was already set up, and it was 

go-time for fun—playing games, singing songs, ta king photos, 

and munching on delicious food! My team wasn't complete yet 

(two members were still on the way), but we didn’t let that stop 

us. It was freezing cold, but the warmth from everyone’s laughter 

and company made it so 

cozy. 

The first night was... 

chaotic in the funniest 

way possible. My 

suitcase locked itself, 

and no one, not even my parents, knew the passcode! My 

roommates, Tania and Gaby, tried to help me open it, but nope. 

We had no luck. Just when I was about to lose hope, Auntie Eva, 

one of the coordinators, swooped in like a superhero. She busted 

open the lock with scissors (without breaking the suitcase)! It was 

such a relief! 
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On the second day, my group was finally complete with Edelyn, Bea, Dominick, Kyle, and Vio! We chose the 

name Zaccheus for our team because, like Zaccheus, we wanted to repent and be closer to God. I learned 

so much that day—from the Homily at morning Mass to the different sessions and the beautiful Adoration 

and Outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

The Homily was about prayer and how we need to be persistent in our 

faith. The first session focused on how much Jesus loves us and how that 

love gave us eternal salvation. The second sessio n was about how the 

Holy Spirit is always with us, guiding and comforting us. When Kak Mira 

from the Holy Trinity Community shared how the Holy Spirit helped her 

through tough times, I couldn’t help but tear up. Realizing that “THE 

HOLY SPIRIT NEVER LEAVES US BECAUSE OF GOD'S LOVE FOR US” really 

hit me deep. 

After that, we had a group discussion about times when God’s love 

helped us. Then, me, Winston, Ashton, and Dom went on a little nature 

walk, which was so much fun! We also had the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and the Way of the Cross, which made me feel so peaceful 

and connected with God. 

The third session was all about how important it is to build our social 

lives as God’s children. Fr. Effendi made it super interesting and 

relatable. Then came Adoration, and wow. When the priest blessed 

me with the Monstrance, I truly cried. It felt like Jesus was right there, 

loving me, no matter what. My friends said they felt shaky and like 

they were about to fall over, resting in the Spirit. I didn’t feel that 

way, but I felt pure joy and peace. The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

was incredible, especially hearing the brothers speak in tongues! I felt 

so close to God. 

That evening, my group hadn’t figured out our presentation yet, and 

I started to panic a little. But then—ding!—I had an idea! I had a bag full of snacks, so we turned our 

presentation into a game show where people answered questions to win treats! It turned out even better 

than I thought, and we managed to share the lessons we learned 

in a fun way. We laughed so much and cheered for all the other 

teams’ hilarious and creative presentations. 

The next morning, we did the Jesus Prayer in the chapel. Even 

though I was so sleepy, I stayed awake and prayed with all my 

heart. The fourth session was about growing in Christian life. I 

was super excited because me and Nadya organized a surprise 

birthday song for Winston, Darren, and Zoia! Winston’s birthday 

was that day! It was so fun and made everything feel even more 

special. 

Then Auntie Alfa gave out prizes! I was so happy to be recognized 

as one of the leaders who shared the most reflections. Our team 

even won second place for the best performance and got movie tickets! I felt so proud and grateful.  
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After packing up, we joined the Sunday Mass. I had been begging to serve as an altar server, and finally, Fr. 

Effendi said yes! Me, Ate Patricia, Ashton, and Winston served at Mass with so much joy. It was the perfect 

ending to our retreat, especially with Fr. Effendi’s funny and meaningful homily. 

I didn’t want to leave! The food was so yummy, the songs were amazing, and the friendships I made felt 

like forever friends. The bus ride home was another wild 

adventure. Because of the rain and traffic, our three- hour 

trip turned into a seven-hour marathon! We even stopped 

at a pasar to use the restroom (for Rp. 3000—why is going 

to the toilet so expensive?!      ). 

The boys turned the bus into a karaoke party again, louder 

than ever! But suddenly, the bus driver had to hit the brakes 

hard to avoid a truck full of cows. One of my friends, Jayden, 

got hurt because he wasn’t wearing a seatbelt! It was chaos. 

We were all scared and panicking, but then me and Ate 

Patricia led a Rosary prayer. It helped us calm down and remember that God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are 

always protecting us. 

We finally got back to Ceria Montessori around 8 PM—safe, sound, and so thankful. This retreat was one 

of the best experiences of my life. I laughed, cried, prayed, learned, and felt God’s love in so many ways. I’ll 

never forget it!            

Reflection 2 # By James Buntoro, JIS Grade 9 

GROW IN FAITH & MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

During the retreat, I felt God’s love in a powerful way. 1 John 4:10 and 

Genesis 3:15 reminded me that God sent Jesus to save us and defeat 

sin. Thinking about John 14:16-23 and Acts 1:1-5, I realized that 

salvation is just the beginning—God gives us the Holy Spirit to live 

inside us, helping us live a new life and stay close to Him. John 15:4 

taught me that I need to stay connected to Jesus, so I can grow in faith 

and make a difference. This 

retreat helped me feel closer 

to God. 

Reflection 3 # By Suthaharan Sujoxshine, Grade 12 

Roshan learning center 

Adoration & Outpouring the Holy Spirit is the Best Part 

The 3 days were the one of the days that I will remember in my 

lifetime.  I have learned to socialize, and I have learned to speak 

without fear. I have got new friends which I never expected would 

ever happen in that journey. It was a boost of confidence. The 

relationship between me and Jesus has been more strengthened 

now. The all 4 sessions helped me to realize how Jesus keeps loving 

us even though we sin. On the second day I confessed for the first 
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time, and it was a big relief to me. Our Intention of life is God, 

he has created us to have a good relationship with him.  

Adoration and outpouring the holy spirit are the best part of 

the 3 days. I really cried during these 2 events. I really don't 

know why but it was something special, I could really feel him. 

I could feel him coming into me, talking to me. Father, son, and 

Holy spirit are  three persons in one God. They each represent 

a different aspect of the one God.  

The term father is given to God because he created us and 

watches over us. As the Son, He is our brother who sacrificed 

his own life so we could come home to the father. As the Holy 

Spirit because this is the true nature of God. Before I enter God’s presence I pray, “Father I come here in 

the name of Jesus. Not on my work but on what he did to make a way for me to be here.”In order to 

experience the “feeling.” You first must enter his presence. The Bible says in Hebrews 11:6 without faith it 

is impossible to please him: for he that come to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him. Thank you so much, YF, for the amazing opportunity. 

Reflection 4 # By TITANIA, Grade 10 St. Bellarminus 

Faith can create such a strong bond with each other 

When I first heard about the retreat to Cikanyere, I had no interest in going. I was an indoor person, I hated 

the outdoors. But my parents made me go. And no words can describe how grateful I am that they did. 

In Bridging Hearts retreat, I learned about the way God has 

touched so many lives, and how people of the same faith can 

create such a strong bond with each other. I learned that God has 

a plan, and that plan includes the people we meet. God knew I 

was supposed to go on this trip because that was God's way of 

opening my eyes, mind, and heart to the power that is God and 

the Holy Spirit. 

If I hadn't gone on the retreat, I wouldn't have met and gotten to 

know Gaby, Sophie, Kezia, Jill, and Shine who I've gotten so 

close to me. I wouldn't have gotten to be introduced to James 

who I see every Thursday but never meet, I wouldn't have 

gotten to meet Lio who I learned has a great passion for 

cooking and Julio who I learned was a twin brother to his sister 

Julia. 

I will always feel so blessed and lucky to have been able to 

participate be included in the retreat. I have witnessed the 

Holy Spirit's power, that he can paralyze and heal people all in 

but a few seconds.  

I will always be so grateful to be able to have God as such a 

prominent blessing in my life and I can't wait to get to know Him more. 

 

https://www.expatcatholicparish.org/


stpcicp_events   Visit Us: https://www.expatcatholicparish.org/     Contact us on WA +628118039728 

 

The STPCICP annual 2-day workshop for the 

Ministry of Hospitality (Ushers/Greeters) was held 

on November 9 and 16, 2024, at St. Theresia 

Church.  

It was attended by both current and prospective 

ushers and culminated in a solemn installation 

ceremony. Reverend Father John Mangkey MSC 

presided over this ceremony during the Holy 

Mass, officially installing eleven members of the 

Ministry of Hospitality both new and those who 

are renewing their service commitment. 

Throughout the workshop, all candidates underwent spiritual formation aimed at deepening their 

understanding of serving the Lord with patience and humility. As the frontliners of the church, ushers 

frequently encounter parishioners with diverse and sometimes challenging characters. It is only through a 

solid foundation of faith that ushers can navigate through difficult interactions with grace and composure. 

Additionally, many STPCICP parishioners are not regular attendees but visitors or temporary residents, 

making it essential for ushers to be able to balance their duties between welcoming the faithful and actively 

participating in the Mass. 

The workshop underscored that serving in the 

Ministry of Hospitality extends far beyond the 

technical or mechanical aspects of ushering. It is a 

calling that requires deep spiritual engagement, self-

reflection on the depth of one’s faith, and an 

ongoing commitment to integrating this faith into 

daily life. Emphasis was placed on fostering a spirit 

of reverence, respect, patience, and humility, 

positioning the ushers as vessels of God’s grace as 

they warmly greet parishioners arriving to celebrate 

the Mass.  

Annual Workshop for The Ministry of 
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Genesis Choir: Enhancing Voices Through Unity and 

Technique 

The Genesis Choir’s vocal training session on November 3, 

led by Ms. Sarita, was a truly enriching experience. Her 

guidance on conveying message, emotion, and feeling added 

a new layer of depth to our singing.  

We began with warm-up exercises, with the men practicing breathing 

techniques to promote waist expansion and gentle mouth movements 

for the ‘A’ sound. This was followed by one-on-one sessions, where Ms. 

Sarita provided individualized feedback and improvisation tips. 

Later, we sang together in unison, which Ms. Sarita recommended as a 

powerful alternative to splitting into altos, sopranos, etc. Singing in 

unison allowed us to harmonize our voices as a collective, and we 

received focused training on In Him Alone and Amare et Servire. 

A unique technique Ms. Sarita introduced was a thumb massage 

exercise to improve voice projection. It was both amusing and surprisingly 

effective! We even applied it during our 6 o’clock session at Canisius Church 

that evening, and it noticeably strengthened our voices in Glory to God. 

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Genesis Choir for organizing this valuable 

training session, and we look forward to more opportunities like this. 

Praise be to the Lord! 

By Bro Santosh Gomez (Genesis Choir) 

 

 

 

Choir Workshop 
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Transitioning from a relationship to a married life 

Do couples who have just entered a new phase of marriage really have to start from zero? 

It can be a yes or no, when you enter the first year of marriage it can feel more challenging compared to 

when you were in a relationship, because it is full of changes, expectations, and adjustments as you and 

your partner adapt to your new roles. 

According to Pope Francis based on his recent book Amoris Laetitia 218:  

Marriage as lifelong project 

“218. Another great challenge of marriage preparation is to help couples realize 

that marriage is not something that happens once for all. Their union is real and 

irrevocable, confirmed and consecrated by the sacrament of matrimony. Yet in 

joining their lives, the spouses assume an active and creative role in a lifelong 

project. Their gaze now has to be directed to the future that, with the help of God’s 

grace, they are daily called to build.” 

So why is the first year really challenging? even if you have  known each other and 

it doesn’t matter if you have been in relationship for more than 10 or 15  years, 

and even if you have an amazing marriage preparation, very well-planned wedding,  but life after the big 

day can still be a bit of a transition and literally  it is over, and you will need to start the tank from zero 

again when entering the first year of your marriage life. 

And based on the 2009 study on the predictors of marital satisfaction and 

stressors by Ted Huston, Phd  of the University of Texas at Austin, said: 

“A decline in love, affection, and responsiveness and an increase in 

ambivalence within the first two years of marriage can be a predictor for 

divorce after 13 years” 

As marriage is the beginning to paint our new lives the way you want to 

paint it together with your partner, So our advice for new couples to 

survive your first year of marriage; the best thing to do is have an open 

and honest communication with your spouse, without blaming, where you 

are able to share your thoughts and feelings and turn to each other for 

mutual support and work out joint solutions to resolve the problem. 

Here are a few testimonies from married couples of Family Apostolic Ministry members, at St. Peter 

Canisius International Catholic Parish, Jakarta sharing about their opinions and experiences on the transition 

from a relationship to a married life during the first year of their married life: 

 

Family Apostolic 

Ministry (FAM) 
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Bro Basri & Sis Vinolia:- Members of the Family Apostolic Ministry, 

Married for over 37 Years 

We got married after 5 years of dating.  Although during dating, we 

took time to discuss our expectations and our approach on handling 

certain matters that we could think of such as money, children, in-

laws, and career, we found that we discovered and learned new 

things about each other from time to time especially on new events 

along the marriage life. 

A new discovery happened in the first year of marriage.  We agreed 

to grow the family of two right after our marriage considering our 

productive age to support the needs and education of the children.  

Once we brought the baby home from the hospital, our romantic life seemed to have stopped. Our focus 

shifted from caring for each other to solely caring for the baby. There was a guilty feeling if we didn't do so.  

High voices and blames filled the space when the baby cried, sick or didn't milk enough. The need to calm 

down the baby, make the baby comfortable and healthy has put down our own need to be loved and cared 

for.  Eventually when our baby grew up and had the capability to take care of himself, we could get back on 

track to care and support each other. 

Bro Arifin & Sis Yuliana: - Members of the Family Apostolic 

Ministry, Married for over 33 Years 

Having dated six years prior to marriage, we didn’t have 

much adjustment shocks. We didn’t have a honeymoon 

because we needed to balance work plus business travel. 

Our challenge was immediate pregnancy with life changing 

emotion, rush of love , anxiety of waiting for a safe delivery 

and a healthy baby. 

This unexpected fast pregnancy put extra pressure on me to 

work harder to meet the financial need of the newborn. I 

could not accompany my wife during the final month and 

only met a day before delivery time. 

On the positive side we enjoyed the uneventful pregnancy period tremendously. 

We were lucky that the newborn baby, a first grandson, 

was loved by grandparents, many uncles and aunties. 

Bro Dolphy & Sis Jyoti:- Members of the Family Apostolic 

Ministry, Married for over 22 Years 

“Our first year of marriage was not without its challenges. 

We moved into a new home and were starting from 

scratch, feeling unsure about many things. However, it 

turned out to be one of the most rewarding years of our 

lives. Having both worked at the same bank and been in a 

relationship for over 1.5 years, we had made some plans 

for our first year together. We dedicated time to truly 

getting to know each other, deepening our understanding, 
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and building a stronger bond. One of our early decisions was to postpone starting a family until we felt more 

secure—both financially and emotionally. That first year was unforgettable, filled with precious time spent 

together and a solid foundation for the years ahead.” 

The reason why you and your partner need to discuss and set The Marriage Expectation Inventories (MEI) 

prior to entering marriage life, that you cannot ever get to experience during the dating phase, it is because 

marriage is most definitely not the end goal, but it is only the beginning for you and your spouse to meet 

the expectations based on your role starting the first year.  

We hope you find this particular article and testimonies of transitioning of marriage life shared by these 

three couples useful. Do contact our parish office if you need to arrange a one-on-one MEI (Marriage 

Expectation Inventory) session or consult with our counselor.  

By Andi & Anita Wang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Renew Your Marriage Vows 

Dear Parishioners, 

As we begin the New Year, we invite all married 

couples to take part in our beloved parish tradition 

— the Renewal of Marriage Vows during the New 

Year’s Mass on January 1st. 

While the sacrament of marriage is sacred and 

permanent, renewing your vows is a beautiful way 

to reaffirm your love, commitment, and unity. It 

serves as a powerful reminder of God’s grace that 

continues to strengthen your journey together and offers a witness to the community of the enduring bond 

of marriage. 

Let us reflect on the words of Scripture: "Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." 

— Mark 10:9 

To join this meaningful celebration, please register through our parish office. You can also contact: 

¶ Sis Christine: +62 815-8775-225 

¶ Sis Vinolia: +62 811-807-209 

Let us come together to begin the New Year with love, faith, and gratitude. We look forward to celebrating 

this special moment with you! 

MARRIAGE VOW 

RENEWAL 
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Please Join our parish for a special evening as we 

celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany! We will hold "King 
of Kings" dinner event, benefiting the Congregations 

of Nuns in Central Java who manage two schools for the 
disabled.  

The dinner will be held on January 11, 2025  at 6:00 PM 
onwards. The location is at Vitra Ballroom, Vincentius 
Putra Orphanage. Expect a lot fun with games, 
reflections, auctions and more! 

Tickets are limited, so don't miss out! You can purchase 
your tickets at the counters located at the church 
entrances, scan the QR code, or contact Sis Grace for 
more information. Her number is displayed at the 
brochures.  

IMPORTANT: Please add Rp77 as a suffix for your ticket payments. 

Let’s come together to enjoy good food and fellowship while supporting a worthy cause! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Dinner Invite: King of Kings 

Dinner on the Feast of Epiphany  
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                            Confirmation Student’s Community Service 

 

On 30 November 2024, our Confirmation students and volunteers came together for a day of service at 
Wisma Sahabat Yesus (WSY) in Depok. This event provided a meaningful opportunity for our CCD 
Confirmation students to experience the essence of being a unified parish community through service. 

Through their hands-on efforts, the students embodied one of the core pillars of the Catholic Church — 
serving others with love and compassion. This experience deepened their understanding of what it means 
to live out their faith and make a positive impact on the lives of others.  

Inspired by this day of service, one of the Confirmation students penned a heartfelt reflection on their 
experience: 

On November 30th, we confirmands had the privilege of serving in a community service event at Wisma 
Sahabat Yesus in Depok. Our group, guided by Theresia’s CCD team, was responsible for managing a drinks 
stall sponsored by Stirrup. The experience was fun. We sold approximately seven cups per minute during 
peak times. Fortunately, with a team of 10 people working efficiently to prepare the drinks, we overcame 
the rush successfully. 

Before we conducted our selling activities, at 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., we had a very inspiring session led by 
Father Robertus Bambang Rudianto. Father Rudi was talking about the theme "Finishing Well." The 
statement made me interested at the very start. He explained through some touching examples, starting 
with a story about Jane Kristen Marczewski, or we call her Nightbirde. Despite facing multiple bouts of 
cancer, Nightbirde competed on America's Got Talent on June 9, 2021, performing her original song entitled 
"It's Okay." Her story and perspective-thoughts that a 2% chance of survival is still not 0%-are the very 
epitome of resilience and a determination to finish life well. 

Father Rudi also introduced us to Blessed Carlo Acutis, who will be the first millennial saint this coming April 
2025. Carlo Acutis's devotion to God and his way of evangelizing through modern technology-touching 
people's lives by making a website to spread the Gospel-really impressed us. Though young and called to 
eternity through leukemia at the tender age of 15, the life of Carlo proved the power of finishing well to be 
a legacy of faith and love. 

Another touching story that Father Rudi shared was that of a dedicated couple, Oma and Opa. Opa, who 
was seriously ill, never stopped praying for others every day, keeping their prayer requests in an Aqua 
bottle. As his body weakened, Opa's dedication to prayer showed how deeply he had lived a life of faith and 
service. He died shortly after a Mass celebrated by Father Rudi, grace to the end indeed. 

It also challenged us, the confirmands, to look at our own lives and how we need to begin preparations 
toward learning how to "finish well." After this enlightening session, we had lunch, wherein I had three 
servings: one for the food packed for me and extra servings shared by friends. 

From 12:38 to 1:40 p.m., our stall was really busy, which we called the "rush hour." Being the cashier, 
keeping track of all the sales and writing down some notes was a very tasking job but an enjoyable one, 

CCD Corner  
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though. The energy and vibrancy from my teammates kept me going, and the experience brought us closer 
together. By the end of the day, we were thrilled to have made a profit from our efforts. 

The day closed with a Mass wherein I got to serve as one of the altar servers. The first time in a superpli and 
it was uncomfortable -no aircon inside. For his homily, Father Rudi basically summarised everything he said 
earlier for his session, reminding people to live intentionally, and finish well. 

After the Mass, we cleaned up our desks together before going home. The event was not only a meaningful 
way of serving the community but also a great opportunity to learn practical skills such as teamwork, 
financial management, and problem-solving. It was a day of growth, faith, and bonding that I will always 
cherish. 

By: Kevin Christian Sanusi 
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Novena to St. Francis Xavier Cabrini 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, the first American citizen to be 

canonized, dedicated her life to serving immigrants, founding 

the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Known for 

her deep faith and tireless work, she established schools, 

hospitals, and orphanages across the United States and 

abroad, embodying Christ's love for the needy.                      

 

 Novena to St. Cecilia 

St. Cecilia, the patron saint of music and musicians, is 

revered for her unwavering faith and devotion to God, even 

in the face of persecution. Her legacy as a martyr and a 

symbol of sacred music continues to inspire the Church, 

especially in the arts. We pray that more & more 

parishioners come forward to join our Choir to sing and 

praise and emulate the steps her. St. Cecilia pray for all our 

Choir communities                     

 

 Triduum to St Catherine of Alexandaria 

St. Catherine of Alexandria, a renowned scholar 

and martyr, is celebrated for her courage in 

defending her Christian faith against pagan 

philosophers. Known for her eloquence and 

wisdom, she remains a powerful symbol of faith 

and intellectual strength. St. Catherine of 

Alexandria pray for us                     
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Dear Parishioners, inviting all of you to join our different parish initiatives to serve the 
Lord and the community. Your talents are your blessings from Lord, please use for the 
benefits of the community. Below are various Parish communities / groups / sections / ministries or 
activities you can join and contribute in different ways. 

One of the aims is to introduce to our wider parishioners; including 
the newly baptized among us, that we have group/community with 
specific activities that they may join or be involved in. 

At present our Parish has the following 
communities/groups/sections/ministries or activities:  

 

 

¶ Ushers  

¶ Lectors 

¶ Choir/ Youth Choir 

¶ Altar Servers  

¶ EMHC - Extraordinary Ministries of Holy 
Communion  

¶ CCD - Confraternity of Christian Doctrine  

¶ RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

¶ Komsos – Social Communication 

¶ JFC – Jesus Friend of Children 

¶ YF / YFC – Youth Fellowship / Youth for Christ 

¶ CYS – Catholic Youth Society  

¶ YAPro – Young Adult Professionals  

¶ FAM – Family Apostolic Ministry  

¶ VFF – Virtual Faith Forum 

¶ SMPG – Santa Monica Prayer Group   

¶ LOJF EF – Light of Jesus Family English Feast 

¶ CFC – Couples for Christ  

¶ ONLINE Comm. 

The fundamental question many parishioners ask: How Can I Serve in the Church?  

God has given you special talents and gifts that you can use to support your local congregation, help your 
community, and serve God’s children everywhere. You follow the example of Jesus Christ as you seek to 
meet individual needs one person at a time. Some of the most important service you will give will be 
informal, simple acts of kindness and love toward individuals without being asked or assigned to do so. You 
can help others feel God’s love and reach their potential as you share your time, talents, and means to help 
meet their needs. Part of your personal growth and learning will come as you serve in the Church and help 
others learn and grow as well. As you get to know others in your local congregation, you will realize that 
you have much to offer them. 

Come Join Us, Let’s make use of our talents and time to support our Parish in different ways…. 
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As a vibrant and united community, we have the wonderful 
opportunity to make a positive impact together through our 
generosity and support. Our parish thrives on the spirit of 
compassion and togetherness, and we invite each and every one of you to contribute to the growth and 
well-being of our spiritual family. Your continued generous contributions have been invaluable, helping our 
parish flourish and serve the needs of our community. 

We sincerely thank you for your wholehearted support. To make giving even more convenient, you can use 
the QR code below to donate via Gopay, OVO, Dana, Shopee, T-money, or through a direct bank transfer to 
our account at PGDP Internasional Santo Petrus Canisius, Bank Danamon, Account No. 664 177 7773, 
Branch: Usman Harun, Jakarta. 

Here is the QR Code for receiving offering and gifts for Mass intentions. Please end your transfer amount 
with Rp. 22/= (twenty-two) for Mass intentions. For example, if you wish to give 100K gift for Mass intention, 
kindly transfer to this parish account number the amount of Rp. 100.022, -.  

Thank you and God bless you and your family for your 
continuous support.  

For all other Parish operations cost, you can donate any 
amount to the above-mentioned bank account or by using 

QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are here to respond should you need any information 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us @ St. Peter Canisius International Catholic Parish office. Jl. Gereja 

Theresia No. 2, Jakarta Pusat - DKI Jakarta. Telephone. +62-21-3917806 / WA +62 811 8039 728,                                                           

Email. office@expatcatholicparish.org 

https://www.expatcatholicparish.org/ 
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Special Announcement: On 25 December 2024 after the 0300 pm Mass, Christmas 

goodies will be distributed to all the children. 
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