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(Church Document Series) 

Second Vatican Council: Sacrosanctum 

Concilium (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) 

“To promote active participation, the people should be encouraged to take part by means of acclamations, 
responses, psalmody, antiphons, and songs, as well as by actions, gestures, and bodily attitudes.” 

 (Sacrosanctum Concilium §30) 

Beloved Sisters and Brothers, 

Those of us who only know the current or post-Vatican II liturgy, including me, may 
be perplexed by the promotion of active participation of the congregation at Mass, 
as shown here in the Second Vatican Council document on the Sacred Liturgy, 
Sacrosanctum Concilium (henceforth SC). Have we not actively participated in the 
various parts of the Mass, we may ask? Yes, we have now, but not before the 
liturgical renewal brought about by the Second Vatican Council in 1963. Prior to the 
renewal, only the priest (and the altar boys) was seen as actively engaged in the 
Eucharist. The congregation saw themselves as mere observers of a great mystery 
that was taking place in it, and many of them engaged in their own personal forms 
of prayer. For them, the spiritual peak of the Eucharist was the reception of the 
Holy Communion in tongue. Hardly engaged with the Scriptural readings, they did 
not pray along with the celebrant as the priest was praying in Latin, which they did 

not understand. Many of these practices changed in the liturgical renewal as 
outlined in this Council document promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 4 December 
1963. Through this renewal the Church wished to change the ways and attitude 
of the faithful toward the Eucharist that is “the summit toward which the activity 
of the Church is directed; at the same time, it is the font from which all her power 
flows” (SC §10). For the liturgy to be able to produce its full effects, the Council 
reminded us, people must come to the Mass “with proper dispositions, that their 
minds should be attuned to their voices, and that they should cooperate with 
divine grace lest they receive it in vain” (SC §11). 

A more visible change in the renewal of the liturgy involved the priest now facing 
the congregation. Previously both the priest and the congregation faced east, 
and in fact, many churches were built facing the east. Its theological significance 

lay in the eschatological belief that at the end of time the risen Christ would come from the east. By 
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celebrating the Eucharist facing the east, the faithful were eagerly 
waiting for Christ’s return. Of course, the congregation hardly 
realized this theological significance. They only knew that the 
priest had his back to the congregation when celebrating the 
liturgy, enacting the Eucharistic mystery that they could not see 
and even hear it. In the liturgical renewal the Council called upon 
all priests to realize that “when the liturgy is celebrated, 
something more is required than the mere observation of the 
laws governing valid and licit celebration; it is their duty also to 
ensure that the faithful take part fully aware of what they are 
doing, actively engaged in the rite, and enriched by its effects” (SC 
§11). To ensure active participation of the faithful, the Council 
encouraged greater use of the vernacular (native language) particularly for the biblical readings and other 
prayers while preserving the Latin language in the Latin rites (SC §36.1-2). 

 Other changes that Sacrosanctum Concilium prescribed include more extensive readings from the 
Scriptures for the liturgy: “In sacred celebrations there is to be more reading from holy scripture, and it is 

to be more varied and suitable” (SC §35.1). Previously, for example, only 
1% of the Old Testament and about 22% of the Gospels appeared in the 
lectionary. Such selective readings were the reason behind the virtual 
ignorance of the entire Bible among most pre-Vatican II Catholics. The 
situation gave rise to the saying: “Protestants knew their Bible; Catholics 
celebrated their Mass.” The content of sermons also underwent changes 
from those almost entirely moralistic in nature with focus on the 
fostering of holy and virtuous lives to the reflection and the bringing to 
life the mysteries of the faith as portrayed in the readings: “The sermon… 
should draw its content mainly from scriptural and liturgical sources, and 
its character should be that of a proclamation of God's wonderful works 

in the history of salvation, the mystery of Christ, ever made present and active within us, especially in the 
celebration of the liturgy” (SC §35.2). 

  It is important to note that Sacrosanctum Concilium was the first document ratified by the Council, 
first because its matter was more practical with its immediate effect on the lives of individual Catholics. 
More importantly, the renewal of the liturgy reflected the kind of reform that the Church wished to initiate 
“to impart an ever increasing vigor to the Christian life of the faithful; to adapt more suitably to the needs 
of our own times those institutions which are subject to change; to foster whatever can promote union 
among all who believe in Christ; to strengthen whatever can help to call 
the whole of mankind into the household of the Church” (SC §1). Pope 
John XXIII who called the Council used the term aggiornamento 
(“bringing up to date in Italian’) to suggest the needs of the Church to 
conduct internal spiritual renewal and to adapt its laws and institutions 
to the times. In Sacrosanctum Concilium the Council reiterated the 
importance of Sacred Liturgy in the Church’s Life for the sanctification of 
the people: “Christ is always present in His Church, especially in her 
liturgical celebrations. He is present in the sacrifice of the Mass, not only 
in the person of His minister, ‘the same now offering, through the 
ministry of priests, who formerly offered himself on the cross,’ but 
especially under the Eucharistic species” (SC §7). 

 The significance of Sacrosanctum Concilium consisted not only in the comprehensive discussion of 
the whole of the liturgical life, but also in paving the way for a better understanding of the nature of the 
Church. Inviting all the faithful to a “fully conscious, and active participation in liturgical celebrations” (SC 
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§14) meant not only the involvement of more lay people in the liturgy, 
but also a new vision of the Church as “the People of God” that a 
subsequent Second Vatican Council document Lumen Gentium would 
define. This document presented the Church as a body composed of 
members that include the laity, religious, and hierarchy -- bishops, 
priests, and deacons whose various vocations are God-given, 
interrelated and complementary: “All men and women are called to 
belong to the new people of God” (LG §13). The renewal of the liturgy in 
Sacrosanctum Concilium that called for active participation of the faithful 
reflects, manifests, and celebrates a more inclusive image of the Church 
always in need of salvation from God. 

          Fr. Thomas Hidya Tjaya, S.J. 

 

                 

 

Lent 2025 (Mar 5, 2025 – Apr 17, 2025): A Time for 

Reflection, Repentance, and Renewal 

As we prepare to enter the holy season of Lent on Ash 

Wednesday, 5th March 2025, we are called to reflect on our spiritual journey and draw closer to God 

through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. This is a time to repent, renew our faith, and prepare our hearts 

for the joy of Easter. 

What Can We Do During Lent? 

Prayer: Dedicate time each day to pray, meditate, and attend Mass. Consider joining parish Lenten 

programs or Stations of the Cross. 

Fasting and Abstinence: Fast on Ash Wednesday (5th March) and Good Friday and abstain from meat on 

Fridays. Use this sacrifice to grow in self-discipline and solidarity with those in need. 

Confession: Take advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Confess your sins, seek God’s mercy, and 

experience the healing power of His forgiveness. 

Almsgiving: Share your blessings with others who are less fortunate. Donate to the poor, volunteer your 

time, or support parish initiatives that help those in need. 

Acts of Kindness: Perform small acts of love and kindness daily. Visit the sick, comfort the lonely, or simply 

offer a listening ear to someone in distress. 

How Can We Help Others? 

Support the Needy: Contribute to the parish’s Lenten charity drive or donate to local shelters and food 

banks. Pray for Others: Offer prayers for those suffering, the lonely, and those who have lost their way. Be 

a Light: Share your faith and inspire others to join you in this journey of spiritual growth. 

Let us use this Lenten season to deepen our relationship with God, repent sincerely, and show His love to 

the world. Together, we can make this Lent a meaningful and transformative experience. 
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ST. PETER CANISIUS INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC PARISH 

CHOIR SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2025 FROM ST. THERESIA                                                        
Sat 3:30pm (Offline) & Sun 3:00pm (Online) 

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Mar 1 Sat 8th Sunday Ordinary Times 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Mar 2 Sun 8th Sunday Ordinary Times 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Mar 8 Sat 1st Sunday Lent 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Mar 9 Sun 1st Sunday Lent 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Mar 15 Sat 2nd Sunday Lent 3:00PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Mar 16 Sun 2nd Sunday Lent 3:00PM ELFACS Choir 

Mar 22 Sat 3rd Sunday Lent 3:30PM Eucharistic Sounds Choir 

Mar 23 Sun 3rd Sunday Lent 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

Mar 29 Sat 4th Sunday Lent 3:30PM 
KMK Adhyatmaka UNTAR 

Choir (guest choir) 

Mar 30 Sun 4th Sunday Lent 3:00PM The Choir Immortal 

CANISIUS CHAPEL- SUNDAY AT 6:00PM                                                                                                                                        

DATE DAY MASS TIME CHOIR 

Mar 2 Sun 8th Sunday Ordinary Times 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Mar 9 Sun 1st Sunday Lent 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Mar 16 Sun 2nd Sunday Lent 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Mar 23 Sun 3rd Sunday Lent 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

Mar 30 Sun 4th Sunday Lent 6:00PM Genesis Choir 

At Stefanus Church- WEDNESDAY AT 10:00AM 

Mar 5 Wed ASH WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM ELFACS Choir 

Note: *Online Mass is only on every Sunday 03:00 pm from St. Theresia Church. 

 

Join us as we begin our Lenten journey with the Ash 

Wednesday Mass on Wednesday, 5th March 2025, at 

St. Stefanus Church, Cilandak, at 9:30 AM. The Mass 

will be presided over by Fr. Benedictus B. Triatmoko, 

SJ. 

For those unable to attend on Ash Wednesday, blessed 

ashes will also be distributed on Saturday, 8th March & Sunday, 9th March: After Mass at St. Theresia 

Church and Canisius Chapel. 

Let us come together in prayer and reflection as we begin this holy season of Lent. 

ONLINE & OFFLINE MASS SCHEDULE 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
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On Saturday, February 22, was an evening that will linger in our 

hearts for a long time. The air at St. Theresia Church’s Ruang 

Pertemuan was filled with more than just familiar faces—it carried a 

warmth woven from shared memories, deep gratitude, and quiet 

reflection. A gentle hum of anticipation filled the room, for this was 

no ordinary gathering. 

We had come together for two profound reasons: to express our 

heartfelt thanks and to extend a warm welcome. 

For over a decade, Father Thomas Tjaya, SJ, has been more than just the 

Assistant Priest of our Parish—he has been a shepherd to our 

community, a mentor in faith, and, above all, a true friend. With 

unwavering dedication, he has walked alongside us, offering wisdom, 

strength, and kindness, often in ways we only fully appreciated long 

after the moment had passed. Now, as he prepares to embark on a new 

chapter in his mission, we gathered to ensure he knew just how deeply 

he has touched our lives.  

As words of gratitude were spoken, emotions ran deep. Some smiled, 

recalling his homilies—always 

profound, yet filled with warmth. 

Others wiped away quiet tears, 

remembering the countless ways he 

had supported them, sometimes 

without them even realizing it at the 

time. We clapped, we laughed, we 

prayed together—holding close the 

blessing of having shared this journey with him, even as we wished him 

well for the path ahead. 

Yet, this was not just a farewell; it was also a new beginning. 

With joy, we welcomed Father Agung Widjayanto, SJ, as our new Assistant 

Parish Priest. There was an undeniable sense of excitement and a collective 

anticipation for the journey ahead. Change is never easy, but with open hearts, 

we embraced this new chapter, trusting that God’s providence continues to 

guide our parish. 

Farewell to Fr. Thomas Tjaya, 

SJ. & Welcome to Fr. Agung 

Widjayanto, SJ. 
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As the evening drew to a close, the air was filled with lively 

conversation, occasional bursts of laughter, and the joyful chatter of 

children. Amidst it all, a quiet peace settled over us—not an ending, 

but a continuation. 

Because truly, it was not a farewell. It was just a sincere thank you… 

and warm welcome.  

Many parishioners have expressed their deep gratitude and 

appreciation for Fr. Thomas’ unwavering service and support to our 

parish. While we cannot publish every heartfelt message, we have 

gathered a few to honour Fr. Thomas for his dedication, kindness, and 

spiritual guidance. 

These notes reflect the profound impact Fr. Thomas has had on our 

community. Let us join together in thanking him for his selfless service 

and wishing him God’s blessings in his new mission. 

We thank Fr. Thomas for his dedication and faithfulness in serving our 

community as the assistant parish priest. Besides of his busy schedule 

as lecturer in the philosophy school of Driyarkara, Fr Thomas always 

fulfilled the slots for eucharistic celebration reliably. He provided 

guidance to CCD teachers, encouraged people to pray from the heart 

and gave very valuable insights in bible study. - Fr. Moko SJ, Parish 

Priest 

Dear Fr Thomas, you have left such deep imprint in the hearts of our Parish 

Community, and your legacy of love with remain and bear much fruit. God 

bless! - Sis. Mimi J. Loh, Member of the Parish Council  

We thank Father Thomas for his commitment to the catechumens, especially 

in guiding them in prayer and a true and profound encounter with Our Lord.- Sis 

Eunice, RCIA Coordinator  

Words that come to mind when I think of Fr Thomas: kind, loving, selfless, 

sensible, witty. You taught me to listen with my heart. Thank you for your 

service and see you at the next CCD Workshop!-  Sis. Suyi Kamdani, CCD 

General Coordinator  

We, the Family Apostolic Ministry, are very grateful to Fr. Thomas !!!, 

for your loving support to the Marriage Preparation Course. Your 

teaching provides a very deep insight about Spirituality in Marriage 

to couples who are preparing their marriage life. Herein I also echo 

their appreciation and thankful to your session. God bless your 

mission Fr Thomas. 🙏 Thank you again.🙏 - Sis Vinolia Suriyanto, 

Coordinator - Family Apostolic Ministry(FAM) 

Dear Fr. Thomas, with a proper heart and right attitude 😊  we 

thank you for your remarkable service to our parish and community. 

We will always remember your simple but efficacious words...to 
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smile and not be too serious, to just put our trust in God and let him take care of everything. We'll see 

you when we see you!- Sis Paula Roque Choir Member 

Fr. Thomas is a very good priest because Fr. Thomas has been in our community 

for more than 10 years and I hope he never leaves. He gives the warmest hugs 

after Mass. - Spencer Pangaran, Altar Server 

While we are saddened to see him go, we trust that God has new plans for his 

ministry. Let us pray for Fr. Thomas as he embarks on this new chapter, that he 

may continue to be a blessing to others as he has been to us.  

Thank you, Fr. Thomas, for your love, guidance, and faithfulness. You will always 

hold a special place in our hearts and in the history of our parish. May God bless 

you abundantly in your new mission! Sayonara… 

 

Introducing Fr. Paulus Agung Wijayanto, SJ 

We are delighted to welcome Fr. Agung as our new Assistant Parish Priest. 

Born in Semarang on 29 June 1963, Fr. Agung has dedicated his life to serving 

God and the Church. 

Ordained as a priest on 28 July 1995, Fr. Agung has served in various parishes 

and missions, including: 

¶ St. Peter and Paul Parish (Mangga Besar, Jakarta) as Associate Parish Priest and later 

as Parish Priest. 

¶ Parish Priest at Holy Trinity Church Chinese-Speaking Community (Jakarta) and Maria de Fatima 

Chinese-Speaking Community (Jakarta). 

¶ St. Isidorus Parish (Sukorejo, Kendal) and St. Anthony de Padua Parish (Muntilan) as Parish Priest. 

¶ Campus Ministry Director at Sanata Dharma Catholic University (Yogyakarta), where he also taught 

Buddhism. 

Fr. Agung’s mission work has taken him across Asia, including studies and service in Taiwan, Hong 

Kong, Myanmar, and India, where he completed his tertianship in Goa. 

Fun Facts About Fr. Agung: 

¶ He wakes up at 4:30 AM daily for a 2-hour walk, greeting neighbours with his friendly smile. 

¶ He loves gardening, cooking, and preparing simple, healthy snacks. 

¶ Fluent in Mandarin, he enjoys warm conversations with people from all walks of life. 

¶ His hobbies include swimming and tending to his garden. 

Let’s Welcome Fr. Agung! 

When you see Fr. Agung around the parish, don’t forget to say “Hi” and introduce yourself. Let’s help him 

get to know more of our parishioners as he begins his ministry here. 

We are blessed to have Fr. Agung with us. Let us pray for his fruitful ministry in our parish! 
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Topic: Hope In a Smile                                          

Speaker: Sis Mira Herliani from Holy Trinity 

Community 

Date: Saturday, 22 February 2025 

Time: 1:00-2:30pm 

Reflection #1 – Samantha (Mentari School) 

In our youth fellowship, we learned and discussed the three 

theological virtues about love, faith, and hope and how they guide 

our lives as Catholics. Love teaches us to care for one another, faith 

teaches us to strengthen our trust in God’s plan, and hope reminds 

us that no matter how difficult life gets, it will get better. These 

virtues will shape the way we live, interact with each other, and find 

strength in our journey. 

One way to express these virtues is to smile. We reflected on how a smile, even though it’s a small thing 

can impact a lot. When I smile, I feel a sense of warmth and 

peace like sharing joy with everyone around me. It’s like a 

reminder that happiness isn’t just about situation, but it can 

also be a choice and a reflection of peace and trust in God. 

We also discussed how the smiles of others affect us, especially 

in difficult times. When things get hard, a smile from someone else can bring someone comfort and 

happiness. It’s like a message that we are not alone, that there is still kindness in the world. A smile can be 

a reflection of love, a sign of faith, and a symbol of hope. It reminds us that even in challenges, God’s love 

is here with people around us. 

This fellowship was a reminder that no matter what we face, love, faith, and hope will always guide us. 

Sometimes, all it takes is a smile to share that message with others. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We joyfully invite you to a special parish event with Fr. 

Albertus Joni, SCJ, a Dehonian Priest and Founder of Cana 

Community Indonesia. He is also famously called as Romo 

Koko. 

In the midst of our busy lives, we may feel exhausted, 

drained, or even struggle with our faith. Perhaps we know 

someone—a friend or family member—who needs 

encouragement. This is our moment to respond to the call, 

to move forward, and to shine as Light to the Nations. 

Come and be inspired as St. Peter Canisius International 

Catholic Parish presents an evening of wisdom and reflection with Romo Koko. Mark your calendars and 

stay tuned for more details! 

TIME TO SHINE  

with Fr. Albertus Joni, SCJ & Worship Leader : Herto Bastian Abul  

                 Sun,2 Mar 2025 

        3:30 - 5:30 pm 

     Canisius Theater , Canisius College 4F Menteng 

      Tickets : 

Love 200,000 

Kairos 100,000 

Luce 50,000  

incl. snack & kit 

This special parish assembly will be held in English, so feel free to bring your family, friends, and children! 

Don't Miss Out! 

Find Romo Koko in Instagram & YouTube and mark your calendar and join us for an unforgettable evening 

of inspiration and connection! 

RSVP: 0822-2000-2968 

https://bit.ly/timetoshine2025 

 

Invitation – Praise and 

Worship “Time to Shine” 
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Faith Forum Talk Session on The 

Transformative Power of Gratitude in Life, 

with Fr. James Spillane, SJ. 

 

1st February 2025 was a blessed day when 

our parish held its first Faith Forum Session 

in 2025. And what better theme than 

gratitude to kick off the year? 

 

Yes, with Fr. James Spillane, SJ, we were once again reminded and challenged to remember the goodness 

of the Lord through the people in our lives, the blessings we have received and 

to be grateful for each one of them.  

 

Fr. James triggered our thoughts with the simple question of “who is the most 

grateful person you know?” All of us pondered and many answers were 

related to their parents but not all. Some remembered their teachers, their 

friends and even their maid. One very interesting grateful line was that of a 

father who was suffering from diabetes and told his family “We have to be 

thankful that it’s diabetes and not cancer.” So, despite of hardship, it is well 

proven that we are still able to be thankful for the Lord’s love, blessing and 

providence.  

 

Gratitude is a vital force in fostering social success, harmonious relationships, 

and a fulfilling life. It is not just an emotion but a practice that strengthens our ability to love and be loved. 

However, modern society often values self-reliance, making it challenging to adopt a deeply grateful stance. 

Spirituality offers three approaches: ascetical, which emphasizes discipline but risks undervaluing earthly 

joys; aesthetical, which celebrates beauty but may overlook the need for redemption; and the spirituality 

of gratitude, which integrates both, leading to a deeper appreciation of God’s goodness. Gratitude 

manifests in various forms—emotion, virtue, and attitude—contributing to psychological well-being, 

Faith Forum 
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increased empathy, and reduced materialism. Yet, obstacles such 

as entitlement, envy, and consumerism hinder its cultivation, 

necessitating a countercultural response that embraces humility, 

mindful presence, and the recognition of life’s gifts. 

 

Happiness, often perceived as circumstantial, is largely influenced 

by intentional actions, including practicing gratitude. While 

societal pressures and personal struggles—such as addictions, 

low self-esteem, and a fixation on material gain—can obstruct 

a grateful mindset, developing habits like daily gratitude 

journaling, acts of appreciation, and contemplation can 

transform our outlook. True thanksgiving requires recognizing 

the source of our blessings, fostering deep awareness of God's 

faithfulness, and embracing life's uncertainties with trust. By 

slowing down, reflecting on our experiences, and 

acknowledging both challenges and joys, we cultivate a heart 

open to grace, allowing gratitude to shape our spiritual journey 

and daily life. Ultimately, gratitude is the echo of grace, 

enabling us to live wholeheartedly in the present, appreciating 

what we have while trusting in God’s enduring presence.  

 

When finding it difficult to be grateful, here are some life 

experiences you may reflect upon: second chances, forgiveness, 

joyful surprises, unmerited gifts, unexpected opportunities and 

random acts of kindness.  The good Lord wills us to be happy in 

life. Grateful people are more settled in life, more empathetic, 

forgiving, helpful, supportive, less materialistic, trustful and self-

accepting.  

Are we striving to be grateful people? 

Psalm 40:9-10 

“I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, Lord, as you know. 

I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help. I do not 

conceal your love and your faithfulness from the great assembly.” 
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Reflecting back to May 2022 when the Family Apostolic Ministry (FAM) launched its 1st batch of Marriage 

Preparation Course (MPC), it has been 12 batches conducted, and 158 couples have completed and received 

MPC certificates by February 2025.  The course was done online in every February, May, August and 

November for 4 days of 2 weekends attended by couples 

from various nationalities.   

MPC is a program to help couples who will get married in 

the Catholic Church to prepare their marriage life for them 

to grow together in journeying the ups and downs with 

love in reaching wholeness in their life.  

With majority of the couples spread out in different 

locations during MPC, the online sessions have supported 

those couples to attend the MPC without a need to fly to 

Jakarta.   While the online forum has successfully provided 

room for participants and trainers to gather virtually at the same time, some rules have been applied to 

make the class as if conducted in person.  Those rules include on time, on camera, on sitting position, on 

focus in the proper room etc. 

Here are few testimonies from participants of the MPC: 

ü I find the material are really good, especially for topic self esteem. It's easy to understand and it 

helps me to reflect why I am the way I am right now. 

ü I loved how we were taught on how to communicate better, openly and safely with our partner. The 

session helped us uncovered previous interactions where we had difficulty communicating and 

withhold emotions and thoughts out of fear of feeling judged and / or not feel accepted when 

voicing our opinions. 

ü The you- & I-message are awesome. 

ü Authentic Love was interesting 

ü All sessions are important. The love language is very useful, 

the 3-S is insightful, and the spiritual meaning of Marriage is 

amazing.  

ü The topics are interesting and really helps to shed a light in 

what the expectations are in a marriage, things I'm not fully 

aware of prior to this session 

ü I liked MEI (Marriage Expectation Inventory) sessions the most, because it is important to speak to 

each other to share the concerns and align our expectations before the marriage 

ü I love the MEI session because it’s a nice opportunity for me and my spouse to be open to each other 

about the things that we’ve never discussed before 

Family Apostolic Ministry 
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ü The SSS (Sensuality, Sexuality, Spirituality) topic today is really a great way to remind participants 

why SSS is an important way of communication in relationship. The brief an easy to understand 

explanation was   .  

ü Father Thomas explains the material in a simple word, so it helps me to get his points clearly :) 

The delivery of each module accompanied by real life examples from the facilitator i.e. the marriage couple, 

who teach or facilitate the session, is appreciated by the 

participants.  The knowing of the love language of the partner 

and communicating in the partner’s love language to make the 

partner feels loved is praised by the participants. The 

communication by using i-message instead of you-message 

open the view of participants on how to communicate one-

self-concern without blaming, judging or hurting his/her 

partner.  The breakout session for man and woman roles that 

split ladies and gentlemen in different room to express each 

person view on the expected role of her to be husband and his 

to be wife is favoured for each could discuss and extend view 

by learning from others.  The most loved module is the 

Marriage Expectation Inventory, a one-on-one session, in 

which each couple has a private breakout room with a facilitator to communicate each other expectation 

in marriage.  The couple discuss about 100 items of expectation and will deep dive in dialog to seek midway 

if there is difference.  The facilitator is helping to ensure each has equal voice and is respected.   

The couples who plan to get married and therefore take MPC can contact our Parish Office, +62 811-8039-

728. 

 

 

 

 

On Sat 22 Feb, CCD had the privilege of another 
Workshop by Fr Thomas SJ, for its, teachers, 
coordinators & volunteers. The theme was 
"Conscience" (refer to Fr Thomas' Pastoral 
message in our November 2024 Parish Bulletin), 
analysis of our understanding of the human 
structure, the key to our spiritual life is our heart 

As Fr Thomas explained, in the human structure, 
our heart lies in the dimension between our soul 
and our spirit. It is through our heart that we 
receive and accept the gift of God in our life. 

CCD Teacher’s Workshop 
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Therefore, we need to practise opening our hearts to God.  

 

As Catechists how do we apply this? We need to understand 
what our target is when we teach CCD. Is our main goal to 
complete all the chapters of the textbook within the allocated 
number of weeks? Ultimately, our aim is to help to lead the 
children closer to God. One way is to do activities that bring 
us closer to God daily. And our conscience is the inner part of 
our heart that connects us to God, therefore we must not 
ignore our conscience. 

"Since conscience is “the most secret core and sanctuary of a 
human being” where he or she is alone with God, as the 
[Second Vatican] Council reminds us, we need to make sure 
that our conscience is well-formed. Such conscience can 
better guide us when we are faced with the challenges of 
daily life." 

Fr Thomas' teaching and guidance in this Workshop impacted 
us deeply and personally. The message was very clear: the 
key to our spiritual life is our heart.  

The CCD team extends its heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Thomas for his guidance, support, and unwavering 
encouragement to our teachers. As he embarks on a new chapter and is transferred from our parish, we 
pray for his continued success and God’s abundant blessings in his future mission work. Thank you, Fr. 
Thomas, for being a source of inspiration to us all! 

 

On 15 February 2025, our Parish was honored to be invited to 

the Recollection of Parish Councils in the Archdiocese of 

Jakarta (KAJ – Keuskupan Agung Jakarta). This special event 

was held in Grha Pemuda Katedral Jakarta and attended by all 

the parishes across Jakarta and greater Jakarta. The Central 

Deanery was the one chosen to be the committee for this 

annual recollection. Sure enough, our parish was very happy 

to participate. We were involved in the registration and in 

food distribution, working alongside 6 other parishes within the 

THE RECOLLECTION OF PARISH COUNCILS IN THE 

ARCHIOCESE OF JAKARTA (KAJ) 
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Central Deanery. Each parish sent 7 of their council members 

to gather and hear the message and inspiration from our 

dear Archbishop, Mgr. Ignatius Suharyo. 

 

The theme carried by KAJ this year is Greater Concern for 

the Poor and Weak. Through the Research and 

Development Department and working along with the 

parishes, KAJ has done social analysis in inquiring what our 

society needs. With this, we are challenged to be creative 

and more seeking to help our brothers and sisters who are in 

need. There are many around us, even as close as those in our 

Parish who need our attention and care. KAJ reminded us of 

the concerns involving food which are food waste, 

stunting/low nutrition intake, farmers and fishermen’s welfare 

and food distribution inequality. These concerns are some of 

the causes for Indonesia’s slower growth compared to some 

countries.  

 

Mgr. Suharyo emphasized the importance of human dignity in 

society as the foundation of caring for each other. We can start by 

referring to the poor and marginalized as “our brothers and sisters” 

instead of referring them as “they”. This way, we can feel what they 

feel and walk together with them in order to achieve common 

good. As people of God, we hope in the Lord, because true 

hope bears the fruits of compassion. While compassion 

results in true action in helping our weak brothers and sisters. 

In this year of the Jubilee, let hope be a light that shines 

bright in our hearts, striving to help in every way we can.   

 

Also on this occasion, KAJ appreciated the parishes which 

have reported their activities through the SAPA system in 

timely manner throughout 2024. Our parish was among those who received the certificate of recognition. 

May we continue to carry out our parish activities and increasingly grow for the welfare and ongoing faith 

formation of our congregation.   
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Novena to St. Josephine Bakhita 

St. Josephine Bakhita (1869–1947) was a Sudanese Italian saint who 

endured the horrors of slavery as a child but later found freedom and 

faith. Known for her unwavering forgiveness and deep love for God, 

she became a Canossian Sister and dedicated her life to serving 

others. Canonized in 2000, she is the patron saint of victims of human 

trafficking and a symbol of hope, resilience, and the transformative 

power of God’s love. Her feast day is celebrated on 08 Feb. St. Bakhita 

Pray for us.                      

 

 

Online Prayer Activity  

Triduum to Our Lady of Lourdes 

Our Lady of Lourdes, the loving mother who appeared to St. 

Bernadette, calls us to prayer, repentance, and trust in God’s 

mercy. Through her intercession, countless souls have found 

healing, both spiritual and physical. Her message reminds us of 

God’s love and the power of faith. 

A Triduum to Our Lady of Lourdes was prayed with devotion 

leading up to her feast on February 11, asking for her intercession, 

healing, and grace. Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us                      

 

Our Lady of Lourdes pray for us                     

 

 

Novena to St. Margaret of Cortona 

St. Margaret of Cortona (1247–1297) was a Franciscan penitent 

who, after a life of sin, experienced a deep conversion and 

devoted herself to prayer, penance, and serving the poor. Known 

as the "Second Mary Magdalene," she became a model of 

repentance and God's mercy. Her life reminds us that no one is 

beyond redemption. Let’s ask St. Margaret to pray for us so that 

we all repent and turn to our Lord. St. Margaret, pray for us                      

 

1st Saturday Devotion to The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

As a parish, we continue our First Saturday Devotion to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, offering prayers, reparation, and love 

in response to her call at Fatima. May our devotion deepen our 

faith and bring us closer to Christ through His Blessed Mother. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary pray for us                     
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Dear Parishioners, inviting all of you to join our different parish initiatives to serve the 
Lord and the community. Your talents are your blessings from Lord, please use for the 
benefits of the community. Below are various Parish communities / groups / sections / ministries or 
activities you can join and contribute in different ways. 

One of the aims is to introduce to our wider parishioners; including 
the newly baptized among us, that we have group/community with 
specific activities that they may join or be involved in. 

At present our Parish has the following 
communities/groups/sections/ministries or activities:  

 

 

¶ Ushers  

¶ Lectors 

¶ Choir/ Youth Choir 

¶ Altar Servers  

¶ EMHC - Extraordinary Ministries of Holy 
Communion  

¶ CCD - Confraternity of Christian Doctrine  

¶ RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults   

¶ Komsos – Social Communication 

¶ JFC – Jesus Friend of Children 

¶ YF / YFC – Youth Fellowship / Youth for Christ 

¶ CYS – Catholic Youth Society  

¶ YAPro – Young Adult Professionals  

¶ FAM – Family Apostolic Ministry  

¶ VFF – Virtual Faith Forum 

¶ SMPG – Santa Monica Prayer Group   

¶ LOJF EF – Light of Jesus Family English Feast 

¶ CFC – Couples for Christ  

¶ ONLINE Comm. 

The fundamental question many parishioners ask: How Can I Serve in the Church?  

God has given you special talents and gifts that you can use to support your local congregation, help your 
community, and serve God’s children everywhere. You follow the example of Jesus Christ as you seek to 
meet individual needs one person at a time. Some of the most important service you will give will be 
informal, simple acts of kindness and love toward individuals without being asked or assigned to do so. You 
can help others feel God’s love and reach their potential as you share your time, talents, and means to help 
meet their needs. Part of your personal growth and learning will come as you serve in the Church and help 
others learn and grow as well. As you get to know others in your local congregation, you will realize that 
you have much to offer them. 

Come Join Us, Let’s make use of our talents and time to support our Parish in different ways…. 

 

COME AND JOIN OUR PARISH INITIATIVES  
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As a vibrant and united community, we have the wonderful 
opportunity to make a positive impact together through our 
generosity and support. Our parish thrives on the spirit of 
compassion and togetherness, and we invite each and every one of you to contribute to the growth and 
well-being of our spiritual family. Your continued generous contributions have been invaluable, helping our 
parish flourish and serve the needs of our community. 

We sincerely thank you for your wholehearted support. To make giving even more convenient, you can use 
the QR code below to donate via Gopay, OVO, Dana, Shopee, T-money, or through a direct bank transfer to 
our account at PGDP Internasional Santo Petrus Canisius, Bank Danamon, Account No. 664 177 7773, 
Branch: Usman Harun, Jakarta. 

Here is the QR Code for receiving offering and gifts for Mass intentions. Please end your transfer amount 
with Rp. 22/= (twenty-two) for Mass intentions. For example, if you wish to give 100K gift for Mass intention, 
kindly transfer to this parish account number the amount of Rp. 100.022, -.  

Thank you and God bless you and your family for your 
continuous support.  

For all other Parish operations cost, you can donate any 
amount to the above-mentioned bank account or by using 

QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are here to respond should you need any information 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us @ St. Peter Canisius International Catholic Parish office. Jl. Gereja 

Theresia No. 2, Jakarta Pusat - DKI Jakarta. Telephone. +62-21-3917806 / WA +62 811 8039 728,                                                           

Email. office@expatcatholicparish.org 

https://www.expatcatholicparish.org/ 

 

CALL FOR GENEROUS GIVING 
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